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and Burun died, either in the course of nature, or
by violent means, the one at Nagpoor, and the
other at Aseergurh. Both left sons ; the former,
Dost Mqlmmmcd and Wisil Mohxnnmed; the
latter, the two Rajuns; but it was not till after
some time that these individuals succeeded to any
part of their fathers' influence: the pre-eminence
devolved, in the first instance, tipon other Sir-
dars, according to their reputation and ability
as leaders. Kureem Khan, a Holkur-shahee Pin-
dara, was the first who rose to consequence after
the death of the brothers ; indeed, he was not al-
together free from suspicion of having procured
the death of Burun at Aseergurh. Kureem was
an active, bold, and ambitious adventurer, suffi-
ciently devoid of principle to profit by the po-
litics of the time. He commenced his career
by joining the rising fortunes of Jeswunt Rao
Holkur, with a considerable party of followers,
pledged to consider their own and their leader's
interest as inseparable. His services proved va-
luable to Holkur, and were suitably rewarded.
A short time after, he was bought over by Siral*
fceea* ^ho gave him the title* of Nuw$b, au4
several assignments of land in the valley, and
above the gh&ts of the Nerbudda: thenceforth he
called himself a SincLheea-shahee Pindara, though
he was frequently found in asms against the ad-
herents of his nominal superior. He enlarge* his